
(COMET program)

     1.5 bn €

Funding for  
ICT research

Corporate  
tax rate

25%

R&D  
quota

3.26%

Purchasing
power

in EU
#5

Digital Austria

ABA – we simply get it done.   
The tailormade service of Austrian Business Agency is free of charge. More information: investinaustria.at

Contribution  
of industry  

to GDP

28%

High  
Stability

•	 Security for your company and 
employees

•	 Highest quality of life worldwide

•	 Hardly any strikes and high level of social 
peace

Moderate  
Corporate Taxes

•	 Business-friendly tax system: corporate tax 
rate of 25%, 23% by 2024

•	 No wealth or trade tax,  
cutting-edge Austrian trust regulations

•	 High-performance infrastructure

•	 Modern e-government

Strong 
funding

•	 First class universities and research centres

•	 14% research tax credit and direct 
research funding

•	 R&D expenditures 2019: 3,23% of GDP

•	 30% tax free amount for researchers 
moving in

Highly Motivated  
Employees & Top 

Researchers
•	 Vienna – largest student community  

in German-speaking country

•	 High labor productivity (rank 4 in the EU)

•	 Top qualified and highly motivated 
employees (rank 3 worldwide)

•	 Practical training – schools & business 
work hand in hand

Huge  
Market  

Potential
•	 Ideal hub for German-speaking  

markets: same framework at  
better costs

•	 Gateway to 760 mio. custimers in the 
heart of Europe
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Facts & Figures: ICT in Austria

Digital frontrunner
The Austria government has set high goals of 
turning Austria into a 5G trailblazer in Europe 
and expanding its digital public administra-
tion which already bear fruit. In the “eGover-
nment-Benchmark 2020” published by the 
European Commission, Austria is ranked on 
third place out of 36 countries examined and, 
with Malta (1st place) and Estonia, is one of 
the top 3 nations in Europe.

290,000 
Employees

8.6 %
Contribution to GDP

36.6 bn € 
Revenue

15-20 %
R&D quota

80 %
export ratio

20,000 € 
R&D expenditures per 
employee

Clusters,  
networks and  
competence  
centers

Salzburg
•	 GIS Cluster Salzburg  

(Zentrum für Geoinformation)

Tyrol
•	 Cluster Mechatronik Tirol

Vienna
•	 CDP Center for Digital 

Production
•	 Austrian Blockchain 

Center Vienna

Lower Austria
•	 Technopol Wiener Neustadt
•	 Mechatronik Cluster  

Niederösterreich

Styria
•	 Silicon Alps
•	 ARGE Plattform  

Automatisierungstechnik
•	 CPS Cyber Physical Systems  

(Silicon Austria Labs)

Carinthia
•	 Silicon Alps
•	 CPS Cyber Physical Systems (Silicon 

Austria Labs)

Upper Austria
•	 Silicon Alps
•	 MTC Medizintechnik
•	 ITC IT Cluster Oberösterreich
•	 CPS Cyber Physical Systems  

(Silicon Austria Labs)

Germany Austria Switzerland in percent

Information
(website)

Consultation
(e-mail)

Preparation  
of tax return

(online)

Financial 
statement

(online)
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Tax incentives and attractive R&D funding 
It has almost gone unnoticed in recent years that the cultural and tourist hotspot Austria has also emerged as one of Europe’s most 
dynamic and innovative business locations. As a “strong innovator”, Austria is ranked second in Europe terms of research invest-
ments, with a research to GDP ratio of 3.23 percent. 

Austria combines direct and indirect funding with unique results in Europe.

AUSTRIA GERMANY SWITZERLAND

Corporate tax rates in percent, 2021  
(national and local tax rate combined) 1) 25.0 29.0-32.0 *) 12.0-22.0 **)

Workforce productivity is competitive  
by international standards (Scale: 0-10) 2) 7.98 # 5 7.66 # 9 8.47 # 1

Quality of life is high (Scale: 0-10) 2) 9.68 # 1 8.9 # 11 9.67 # 2

Worker motivation in companies is high (Scale: 0-10) 2) 7.63 # 3 6.64 # 15 7.58 # 4

Attracting and retaining talents is a priority in companies (Scale: 0-10) 2) 8 # 6 7.37 # 19 7.86 # 11

Total R&D personnel in business per capita  
(full time work equivalent per 1000 people) 2) 6.54 # 5 5.66 # 9 5.86 # 8

Direct incentives

•	 Mixture between cash grants and  
subsidized low interest rate loans up 
to 50%

Indirect incentive: Research Premium

•	 Tax credit: 14%
•	 Costs of staff and material for both in-house research as well as contract 

research
•	 Expert opinion by FFG required 
•	 For any company!

+

Comparison of selected factors Austria, Germany and Switzerland

Austria – the land of research

Sources:
1)	 Corporate Tax Rates 2020, Deloitte Resources
2)	 World Competitiveness Yearbook 2021

*)	 Germany: Combined rate (National rate 15% plus municipal rate 14-17%)
**)	 Switzerland: Combined rate (National rate 8.5%, an additional cantonal/communal tax is levied, depending on the canton)



Case Studies

The Swiss startup FAIRTIQ enables the simple use of public transportation based on an innovative App without the need to have 
to worry about a ticket. Before getting on a train, tramway or bus, the passenger checks in the App with a swiping movement over 
her or his smart phone. When arriving at the intended destination, the passenger ends the recording of the journey with another 
swipe over the smart phone. The App registers the distance travelled on the basis of a location identification via GPS and calcu-
lates the optimal ticket in terms of pricing. FAIRTIQ is the most globally successfully check-in and check-out solution completely 
implemented on smart phones. The international expansion of the company began in September 2018 when it entered the market 
in Vorarlberg. The successful expansion to Austria has now reached a new dimension thanks to the collaboration with the Austrian 
Federal Railways.

FAIRTIQ

The Viennese medtech startup Medicus AI had already concluded a Series A financing round for EUR 5 million in 2019 and received 
an additional EUR 1.2 million in investments from the Chinese venture capital firm Sunhope Capital VC within the context of its 
expansion to China in 2020. Medicus AI offers an entire range of software tools for diagnostic laboratories, the medical profession 
and insurance companies. The focus is always on ensuring greater understandability and interactivity in medical communications. 
The firm has an “obsessive and meticulous approach to data protection” and passionately believes on the democratisation of 
healthcare data, according to the startup. Thanks to its products, the company has already attracted numerous large customers for 
example in France, Germany, Switzerland, Luxembourg and the Middle East. In addition to the headquarters in Vienna, Medicus 
AI has already established offices in Berlin, Paris and Beirut. A Covid-19 risk assessment tool developed by Medicus AI is now being 
used by Etihad Airways.

Medicus AI

Europe’s first comprehensive digital financing and investment platform for all companies – from startup to large cooperations – 
started in 2019 from a merger of the Austrian Finnest GmbH and the Finnish Invesdor Oy. Finnest GmbH, headquartered in Vienna, 
is a FinTech company active in the entire German-speaking region, Slovakia and Croatia and specializes in financing medium-sized 
companies. Finnest was one of only nine startups worldwide to be recognized in the “BBVA Open Talent” fintech competition 
organized by the BBVA banking group.

Invesdor Group

The Madrid-based company supplies IT solutions for the travel industry, ranging from airlines to
tour operators and hotels. Amadeus has more than 17,000 staff in more than 190 countries around the world, with 146
nationalities and employees who speak more than 60 languages. Amadeus has a sales office in Vienna.

Amadeus


